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This prospectus contains information about our school, which we hope will help you and 

your child settle quickly and happily into school life at Ysgol Hiraddug. Additional infor-

mation can be found on our website, www.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk, including links to other 

useful sites including our Twitter page. 

Croeso! Welcome! 

Ysgol Hiraddug is a Community Primary School, situated in the village of 

Dyserth which lies at the north eastern end of the Vale of Clwyd. 

I am very proud to be the Headteacher of Ysgol Hiraddug, working with such 

wonderful pupils, parents and staff. 

My aim is to ensure that every day, our pupils are able to experience the   

best possible opportunities so that they can be the best that they can be.     

Our work is about developing and celebrating pupils as individuals as well     

as learners. I feel very strongly that a child's education is about so much    

more than simply achieving a grade. 

We believe that every child has potential that can be nurtured and I believe 

that together as a learning community we can give our children the best     

possible opportunities to fulfil their ambitions.   

 At Ysgol Hiraddug, our pupils are at the heart of every decision. Everything we do is about 

 ensuring their experiences here help them to develop in a caring, supportive                       

 environment. We have high expectations of every one of our pupils so that they can      

 become determined, proud, responsible, respectful and above all ,caring people. 

 Welcome to the very special family of Ysgol Hiraddug.    

 Tristan Hughes—Headteacher 
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Parent Partnership 

At Hiraddug, we welcome the opportunity to work in partnership with parents and 

value your contribution in supporting your child’s progress. Our staff are a dedicated, 

hardworking team of professionals, committed to providing the best educational 

outcomes for every child. 

As a school community we all share our school motto:  ‘Ready, Respectful, Safe’. 

Should wish to discuss anything, certain times during the school day are busier than 

others, therefore parents may have to make an appointment. The Headteacher is 

always willing to see parents, other commitments permitting. 

It is important that we are aware of any issues that could affect your child in school. 

Illness in the family, bereavement or family break-ups can impact on your child’s 

well-being and alerting us to any difficulties allows us to support your child in a        

sensitive and confidential manner. 

In order to nurture our close working relationship, we have established an annual 

cycle of events for parents to share with us  including: 

● Parent teacher meetings twice a year 

● Curriculum workshops 

● Early Years transition meetings 

● Christmas celebrations 

● Opportunities to celebrate other festivals or national events throughout the year. 

We notify parents of these events through letters, Parent Pay, Twitter

(@YsgolHiraddug) Seesaw and our website (www.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk) 
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The School Site 

Our School 

Ysgol Hiraddug is a popular school with capacity for 240 pupils and a pre-school, currently 

with 15-hour places for up to 30 children. It was built in the 1950s and has been remodelled 

in different ways over the years to reflect modern education. We have made an effort to 

preserve the character of the original building. 

The children are organised in single year-group classes of mixed ability. In all year groups, 

class sizes are no greater than 30. 

The school is well resourced with an extensive library which we encourage the children to 

use throughout the day. This activity is supported by a member of staff. Books are also 

available in the book corners in each classroom. 

We have a purpose built media suite as well as iPads and Chrome Books for use in the 

classroom and a number of computer stations situated around year groups. Each classroom 

is also equipped with interactive whiteboards which staff use to support teaching and 

learning. 

The school benefits for extensive grounds which include two playground spaces, two      

playing fields, and nature area. Early Years and Foundation Phase have their own  extensive 

outdoor learning space but also utilise the main school outdoor areas. 

These outdoor spaces are essential resources in supporting our children both in their      

physical and play development. Play and learning opportunities in the grounds are            

regularly reviewed and enhanced. As well as recreation, the areas are also used for science, 

literacy, mathematics, PE and environmental education. 

Security and Access of the School Premises 

We have a secure school site. Security is very             

important to us and we work together with parents 

and children to ensure we maintain this. Access is 

gained to the site via the pedestrian gates on Thomas         

Avenue and Cwm Road between: 

● 8.45am and 9.00am 

● 2.45pm and 3.15pm 

Outside these times, visitors have to access the 

school building via the main doors, by the school 

office, which is monitored by closed circuit TV.  

There is NO access to car parking on site. The school 

car park is very limited and is reserved for school 

staff only. Anybody outside the school staff seen 

parking in the school car park will be asked to           

remove their car. 
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The School Governors 

The Governing Body at Ysgol Hiraddug is made up of parents, staff, community members 

and governors appointed by the community council. They work voluntarily for the good 

of the school and are responsible for agreeing school policies and ensuring that the 

school is run effectively so it is able to meet its aims. 

Governors attend half termly full meetings and also work through sub-committees, such 

as Finance, Curriculum and Health and Safety 

These sub-committees report back to the Governing Body with their recommendations. 

Governors serve on the governing body for four years. Parents elect governors and we 

notify all parents of any vacancy. Any parent may stand as a parent governor. Parent 

governors endeavour to be accessible to all parents. Any matter of policy which a parent 

feels should be discussed may be raised at meetings of the governing body. 
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Admission to Hiraddug 

Ysgol Hiraddug complies with the Denbighshire Local Authority admissions policy and places are allocated by 

the criteria identified in that policy: 

All applications for a place at Ysgol Hiraddug MUST be made through the Denbighshire admissions process. 

Details can be found via this link: 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/education-and-schools/school-admissions/school-admissions.aspx 

Pre-school Admission 

Applications for places in the Nursery must be made through the Denbighshire          

admissions process. Places are allocated using the local authority criteria. We           

operate an annual admission intake which is aligned to the school’s academic 

year. 

Early Years Admission 

The first days at school for Nursery and  Reception children can be a mixture of 

all kinds of emotions. Experiencing a full school day can be quite daunting for 

some children. With this in mind, we offer a range of induction events to           

support your child’s entry into Hiraddug including: 

● June story session 

● July induction meeting 

● Staggered September induction week 

These events also ensure that parents have the necessary information to          

support their child’s entry into school. 

Secondary School Transfer 

At the end of Year 6, the majority of Hiraddug pupils go to Prestatyn High School. 

Some do transfer to other schools in Denbighshire including those in the                    

independent sector and the Welsh medium school, Ysgol Glan Clwyd. 

Information about applying for secondary and the appeals process is available on 

the Denbighshire admissions process web page. 



 

Attending School 

The School Day 

For children in the infant classes, (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 & Year 2) The school doors are opened from 8.50am until 9.00am. Staff will be present at the door to         
welcome the children as they enter. Children are dismissed through the same door at the end of the school day 

We ask that children come into their classrooms (through the external class door) or the school building on their own as this helps to grow and nurture their independence. 

Children in Key stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) enter and leave the school grounds through the bottom gate (off Cwm Road). This gate is open from 8.45am until 9.00am. Staff 
will be present at the gate to welcome the children in the morning and will bring the children to the gate at the end of the school day.  

Should children arrive at school outside of these times, they must be brought to the office at the main reception. 

  Morning Session Break Lunch Afternoon Session 

Nursery 8.50am -11.30am 10.15am—10.30am   

Reception 8.50am - 12.00pm 10.15am - 10.30am 12.00pm - 1.00pm 1.00pm - 3.00pm 

Years 1 & 2 8.45am - 10.30am 10.30am - 10.45am 12.0pm - 1.00pm 1.00pm - 3.00pm 

Years 3, 4, 5, & 6 8.55am - 12.10pm 10.40am - 10.55am 12.10pm - 1.00pm 1.00pm - 3.15pm 

Punctuality 

It is important that parents and staff support children in developing their understanding of punctuality. It is essential that children come to school on time to avoid               
disruption to their day’s learning. We are duty bound to refer persistent lateness to the local authority 

If your child is late for any reason, you must ensure that they report to the school office so they can be marked in the register. 

We recognise that there are emergencies when children are collected from school late and we will support these situations. We will always ensure the children’s safety 
but will contact Social Care if children are left at school without prior notice. Hiraddug Childcare Breakfast and After School Clubs consider short-term placements. 

Absence 

If your child is absent from school, you must notify us and explain why to ensure that the absence is not registered as unauthorised. Please telephone the school 
office at the start of the day; remember that absences must be reported each day. We are legally required to code all absences by reason and we are duty bound 
to notify the local authority if children are absent regularly. 

Due to amendments made by the Department for Education, Headteachers are no longer able to authorise absences for family holiday taken during term time. If a 
child is absent from school due to a family holiday it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. 
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  Session 

Before School 7.45am - 8.45am 

After School 3.00pm - 6.00pm 

Access to Breakfast Club is through the dining room door and a breakfast of fresh 

fruit, cereals, toast, juice or milk is provided. Table top-based activities will be 

available before staff take the children to their classrooms at 8.45am to begin 

their school day in class. 

 

Access to After School Club is through the same dining room door. A light tea will 

be provided from a three week menu rota. After tea, the children will be able to 

engage in activities supervised by an adult.  

Out of Hours Provision 

Hiraddug Childcare 

Hiraddug Childcare are a private company who work in close partnership with the school to provide provision for pre school age children, as well as Breakfast Club and 

After School Club provision for children who attend Ysgol Hiraddug. Their aim is to support parents, when their children require out of school hours care. Activities are 

planned to    provide structured play-based opportunities to develop children’s emotional, physical, social and intellectual capabilities. 

The club is managed by “Hiraddug Childcare” and the activities are implemented by trained members of staff. 

The provision is based on sessional fees that need to be paid in advance in order to secure your child’s place.  

Sessions can be booked and paid for by contacting the Hiraddug Childcare team on:  07789495160 
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Learning at Ysgol Hiraddug 

Your Child’s Learning  

Our most recent Estyn inspection report recognises many strengths in the school including the quality of teaching and learning, and the outstanding 

behaviour of the children. 

Pupils achieve well throughout their time at Hiraddug. The quality of education in Nursery and Reception is good, helping children to settle quickly into 

school and enabling them to make good progress. When pupils leave the school at the end of Year 6, standards are above the national average. 

Caring For One Another 

Our school provides a calm and happy atmosphere where we are friendly and polite; the behaviour of the children is outstanding as we expect our       

children to be well behaved and considerate towards others. We seek to share your children’s successes in school through the use of certificates,       

stickers and praise, all of which are part of our behaviour management structures. We will contact you if we happy with your child’s behaviour but also 

if we are concerned about your child’s behaviour. We will ask you to be involved in supporting us to support your child in school. 

At Ysgol Hiraddug we define bullying as ‘the persistent and ongoing abuse of a child by a significant other or others that is designed to cause fear,         

unhappiness or anxiety in others.’ We work hard to counteract any form of bullying and all children are encouraged to discuss incidents with adults 

around them. We involve parents in this process and encourage parents to discuss with us any concerns that they have. By working together, ensuring 

that all our children are confident and articulate, we can support all individuals’ wellbeing and tackle the issues that surround bullying together in an 

open way. 

Equal Opportunities 

We aim to foster and develop attitudes based upon respect and consideration for others. We strive to ensure that our children are given positive              

images of everyone in our school community and the city in which we live. We take opportunities to widen our children‘s experiences through visits 

and visitors into school and we encourage children to be proud of their own individual contribution to our school. 

Child Protection and Safeguarding 

We follow the guidelines set out by the Welsh Government All Wales Child Protection document, logging and reporting all concerns. We work closely 

with all services to ensure we fully support all children. 
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The School Curriculum 
Children from Nursery to Year 6 follow the newly implemented Curriculum for Wales in which lessons follow a theme based on what the children would like to learn. We 
believe strongly in the children having opportunities to articulate what they want to explore and develop our teaching from this. We also have  strong belief in using the 
outdoors to enhance learning and each class in the Infant department has a well developed and resourced outdoor learning area. Years 3 to Year 6 have an ever evolving 
garden space which is used by all year groups to develop their independent skills, Lessons are delivered by a highly experienced and dedicated Staff.  
Within the one-form entry classrooms, pupils are taught in a variety of organisational forms, such as mixed ability, ability, friendship groups, pairs or individually. The 
teaching itself involves a combination of methods according to the requirements of the pupils.  

 

The Welsh Language and Culture 
Welsh has traditionally played an integral part in the life of Ysgol Hiraddug. Welsh is taught here as a second language, with emphasis on 
everyday communication in Welsh throughout the day, and in accordance with national priorities we aim to enable the children to become              
bilingual. Pupils are also given the opportunities to learn about those features that give to Wales its own distinctive social and cultural      
identity  
 

School Sport 
All pupils participate in Gymnastics, Dance and Games. In addition older pupils take part in Athletics and Adventure Activities. Games lessons for Years 3 to 6 pupils         
include: football netball, rugby, athletics, rounders, cricket, tennis and orienteering. There is an opportunity to compete against other schools in all of these sports and 
also in cross country and swimming. The School has a large outdoor space which we utilise to develop skills in these sporting areas. The school also has a large hall which is 
used on a regular basis for gymnastics, dance and small-sided games. 
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Equality of Opportunity, Inclusion and Participation 
We believe that every child has an entitlement to access all opportunities the school provides, irrespective of race, gender, creed, ability or nationality. We aim to         
provide a wide range of opportunities to enable every child to succeed, discover their talents and so gain self esteem. These include areas such as music, art, literature, 
the creative arts and sport. We try to ensure equal access by arranging events in school such as festival services, concerts and inter-house sports in which every child is 
encouraged to take part. We acknowledge however that in a competitive world it is also necessary that children who show talents in a particular area should be given 
the opportunity to strive for excellence by competing against others both within the school and with those in other schools. It is necessary therefore for some elements 
of selection to take place. These should be done in an open, fair and transparent way to ensure equality of opportunity. We work very hard to ensure an appropriate 
balance between these two approaches. 
 

Inclusion and Additional Needs 
Our school is committed to providing the right education for all the children in school. 
Some children have particular needs that require additional support . 
Those learning needs may include: 
● Additional Educational Needs 
● Physical Needs 
● Behavioural or Emotional Needs 

 

Homework 

All children will have homework throughout the week. Most often this is in the form of reading, practical spelling, maths and topic work where children may be expected 
to research information or find things out. We use an online platform called Seesaw to set activities which the children can then complete online. This is also a useful way 
for the teachers to be able to communicate messages to families regarding activities relating to their class.  
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Assessment and Reporting 

We use assessment as part of our everyday practice, recognising that this is essential for good quality learning and teaching. These types of assessment are made 

throughout the week and inform the steps planned for the individual and groups within classes. This forms a considerable part of the assessment process in school. 

 

Welsh National Tests 

Children in Years 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 take formal tests set by the Welsh Government twice a year, usually in October and June. Every effort is made to minimise the pressure 

on children as they complete these assessments. 

Reporting to Parents 

A positive and supportive link between home and school can help your child fulfil their potential therefore we will keep you informed about your child’s progress 

through: 

● Informal meetings arranged at a mutually agreed time 

● Parent teacher meetings twice a year - Autumn and Spring terms 

● Informal classroom open evening - Summer term 

● An end of year report 
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Wider opportunities 

Visits and Residential Visits 

The school recognises the importance of visits and visitors into school to enrich learning opportunities. We are committed to ensuring that any activity undertaken 
develops children’s understanding and visits/visitors are selected to enhance experiences. 

Older children may have opportunities for residential visits to centres such as Glan Llyn and Nant Bwlch Yr Haearn. This opportunity does depend on the availability 
of dates at the respective centres and the support from staff who give their own time to support activities of this nature. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

The school offers a number of additional activities which vary according to the time of year. In most clubs places are usually limited to identified year groups but we 
try to offer as wide a range of activities to as many children as possible. 

School staff run a variety of in-school and after- school clubs and details are circulated to children and parents when relevant. 

 

Charging 

We ask for voluntary contributions toward the cost of all trips and activities that enhance the curriculum. We would, however, encourage 

parents to contact the school if financial issues would prevent your child from accessing the activity. 

We always take into consideration the cost of school trips and balance this with the expected educational impact on the children. 
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School Meals 

School meals are prepared on the premises, and Jamie, the Cook is always willing to discuss menus or any special dietary requirements. All children from Reception up to 
Year 6 are entitled to a free school meal.  

Children who do not want a school dinner can bring a packed lunch to school. We ask that, as far as possible, these lunches are healthy and balanced; we can offer          
guidance on the types of food which can aid children’s concentration. 

Drinks for children should not be in glass bottles or cans for safety reasons, and should not be (fizzy) carbonated, they can drink squash or fruit drinks with their lunch. 
Children should bring in a suitable plastic water bottle, which may be topped up during the day from the taps around school.  
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Working in Partnership 
 
School Uniform 
While school uniform cannot be made compulsory in any primary School in denbighshire , the wearing of such uniform is strongly encouraged at Ysgol Hiraddug and is 
indeed worn by nearly every pupil. It helps to promote a sense of belonging to the school and is easily recognisable when out on visits off site.  
It encourages a working atmosphere within school while reducing the opportunity for children to be competitive about what they wear.  
All items of School uniform can be purchased from First Class Clothes, High Street, Prestatyn or Simply Logo, Rhyl, but many items can be purchased from places such as 
Tesco or Sainsbury’s or Marks and Spencer 
 

Girls Grey/black skirt, pinafore or trousers. White blouse or polo-shirt. Green cardigan or jumper or                    
sweat-shirt.  

In summer - girls can wear a green and white checked school uniform dress if they like. 

Boys Grey/black trousers. White shirt or polo shirt. Green jumper/
sweatshirt. In summer - grey/black shorts. 

Footwear Flat, comfortable black shoes should be worn as there are stairs and steps around the school site and children play outside. Trainers should 
NOT be worn except for specified PE/Games sessions. 

Accessories For safety reasons, children should NOT wear jewellery. If children wear earrings, they must be small studs. These will have to be removed or 
covered with tape for PE. Hair accessories should be kept to a minimum, eg. small headbands and simple tie bands and clips. 

PE Kit For Gym, Dance and Games pupils wear a red T shirt or polo shirt, black shorts and plimsolls / soft shoes. It is NOT permissible for pupils to wear 

trainers for indoor lessons on the grounds of safety. 

For Outdoor Games, it is permissible for children to wear a track suit.  

ALL CLOTHING AND PROPERTY SHOULD BE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME 

Property 

Children should not bring valuables into school. We encourage children to respect their property and that of other people in school, but we cannot take responsibility 
for loss or damage to children’s personal  possessions. 

All belongings should be clearly labelled with your child’s name and every effort will be made to return items to their owner if they go missing. 
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Illness 

It is important that your child feels happy and   
secure at school if they are to achieve their        
potential. 

Some childhood illnesses require a period of         
absence from school. There are guidelines for 
each type of infection and the school office will 
be able to advise you of the requirements even 
though your child may seem well. 

If your child is absent from school through ill-
ness, please contact the school office before 
9.00am. Absences can be reported online via 
our school website: www.https://
www.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk/report-an-absence/ 

If your child is taken ill at school or has received 
a knock to the head we will contact you if 
deemed serious enough. 

You can help us by keeping us up-to-date with: 

● Any injuries/illnesses/allergies that your child 
may suffer 

● Any medication that they may be taking 

● The name and address of your family doctor 

● Your daytime contact details and another     
emergency number 

It is vital that you inform us as soon as possible if any 
information changes, especially your address and     
telephone numbers. 

Medical Appointments 

If your child has to attend a dental or medical           
appointment during the school day, please                
telephone the school office prior to the                     
appointment. Alternatively, please bring a copy of 
the appointment letter (where applicable) to the 
school office. You must complete the pupil signing 
out book when collecting your child from the office. 

    Medicine 

If your child is asthmatic, diabetic, has extreme 
allergies or epilepsy, you will be asked to                     
compete a detailed medical form, providing all             
relevant information and provide us with           
emergency/preventative treatment for use in 
school. 

Members of staff are not allowed to administer 
medicine to pupils in school. It would be                  
appreciated, therefore, if parents do not ask for 
this service. We appreciate that on occasions        
children may be required to take prescribed         
medication while at school. If this is the case, 
please inform the school office of all the          
relevant details. Under no circumstances may 
children bring medication into school. Any         
medicine must be brought into school by a         
parent and should be in a bag with a note giving 
the child’s name and details of the dosage. 

Head Lice 

Head lice can be an unfortunate part of school 
life, it is recommended that parents check their 
child’s hair fairly regularly for headlice. If there 
are signs of infection, treat using methods       
available from pharmacies. 

Notification to school will ensure that we          
can contact all parents, and by working together, 
we can try to minimise this issue. 
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    Anti-Aggression Policy 

Ysgol Hiraddug does not tolerate aggressive 
acts towards staff, pupils or other parents.  

If there is an act of aggression against the school 
community, or on the school site, it is logged 
and we inform Denbighshire Local Authority and 
the police. In extreme cases, offenders may be 
banned from our site. 

 

   Health and Safety 

Health and safety responsibilities in schools     
derive from the Health and Safety at Work Act 
1974 and associated regulations. The Health and 
Safety    Executive (HSE) enforces health and 
safety law relating to the activities of Local     
Authorities and schools. 

The health and safety of staff, pupils and visitors 
while on the school premises or involved in 
school organised activities including educational 
visits, must be protected as far as is reasonably              
practicable. The school carries out risk assess-
ments for identified   activities and measures are 
put into place in order to minimise or control 
risks. 

We are supported effectively by officers in line 
with Denbighshire County Council’s Health and 
Safety policies. 

 

Traffic 

Hiraddug is situated on two very busy roads and          
therefore traffic and parking in front of the school are a 
particular hazard to children walking towards the            
entrance gates. We request that parents consider this 
if they are dropping off or collecting their child by car 
and there is no parking provision within the school 
grounds. 

If parents feel their children are at an appropriate  
level of safety, pupils can cycle to school, ensuring 
they wear a cycle helmet.  

To ensure the safety of all on the playground,        
bicycles and scooters must not be ridden on whilst 
in the school grounds. 

Parents wishing to speak with staff 

Occasions arise where parents wish to consult with 
Staff, over and above the formally constituted 
Open Evenings. In order that there is as little         
disruption as possible to the day to day teaching of 
the pupils, it is requested that appointments with 
class teachers are made via the School Secretary. 
Please do not arrive unannounced in the morning 
or afternoon expecting to see a class teacher: the 
teaching commitment of each teacher does not 
allow this to take place. Equally it is preferable that 
appointments with the Headteacher are also           
pre-arranged (again via the School Secretary). 

 

 

    Complaints 

Where concerns are not resolved to parents' 
satisfaction there are again established           
channels of communication in accordance 
with Denbighshire Local Authority                
procedures. These are, in order of priority:- 

• Stage A (Informal) Raise your concern 
with the teacher or designated person 
within 10 school days  

• Stage B (Formal) Write to the        
Headteacher (or designated person as 
advised by the school) within five school 
days. The Headteacher or other person 
designated by the school will meet with 
you within 10 school days of receiving 
your letter. They will then investigate 
your complaint and will write to you with 
the outcome within 10 school days of the 
investigation being completed.  

• Stage C (Formal) Write to the chair of        
governors within five school days. The 
complaint will be heard by governing 
body complaints committee within 15 
school days of receiving your letter. You 
will be informed of the outcome within 
10 school days  

 Chair of Governors, 

 C/O Ysgol Hiraddug, 

 Thomas Avenue, 

 Dyserth, LL18 6AN 
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Ysgol Hiraddug 

Thomas Avenue 

Dyserth 

LL18 6AN 

01745 570467 

ysgol.hiraddug@denbighshire.gov.uk 

www.ysgolhiraddug.org.uk 

Twiiter: @YsgolHiraddug 

 


